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Patrick Maxime Michel obtained his Ph.D. in Assyriology in 2012 in Geneva after a Master of Arts in classical 
archaeology and ancient history at the University of Lausanne (UNIL). He also holds a Diploma of Advanced 
studies in cultural property law. He is a former resident of Istituto Svizzero in Rome (2008-2009) and as a 
researcher was hosted by the Pontifical Biblical Institute. He was a Member of several excavation campaigns 
in Syria with the American University of Beirut, currently working in collaboration with the French Mission in 
Petra (Jordan). Patrick Michel was awarded a fellowship at the Venice International University (2013). He also 
is a Member of the scientific committee of the ALIPH foundation, a Board member of BASOR (Bulletin of the 
American Schools of Oriental Research) and the Arttech Fondation as well as Former President of the Alumni 
of Istituto Svizzero in Rome. He was awarded Prix de l’Université de Lausanne in 2022 and the ICCROM-
Sharjah Award for Good Practices in Cultural Heritage Conservation and Management in the Arab Region.
Currently, he is a Senior Lecturer in ancient history and manager of Collart-Palmyre Project (UNIL), which 
allows the 3D visualization of archives documenting the destroyed Baalshamin sanctuary of Palmyra. He also 
is the President of the NUCLEUS Center of the Faculty of Arts of Lausanne University. He published five 
books and more than 60 articles.
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