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Simona Boscani Leoni is Professor of Modern History at the Universities of Bern and Lausanne. She offers her students 

seminars dedicated to major current topics such as climate and natural disasters in the modern era; the globalization of 

knowledge in the modern world; environmental history and the fascinating history of the Alps. After graduating from the 

University of Bologna, she obtained a master's degree from the EHESS in Paris and completed a doctorate in medieval 

history in collaboration with the ETH in Zurich. She worked as an assistant also at the ETH Zurich and held the same position 

at the Università della Svizzera italiana, where she dedicated herself in particular to the Laboratory of the History of the Alps. 

She has also been a visiting professor at the EHESS in Paris, at the University of Provence, in Lucerne, in Dresden and at the 

Research Institute of Graubünden Culture in Chur. Her main fields of study are the social, religious and image history of the 

late Middle Ages, the social history of knowledge and the environment in the modern era, and the Alpine region.	 
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